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YABH ALLAHA III, Nestorian Christian katho-
likos, often called Mar (Lord) Yabh Allahi; born
China 1245, died 1317. He was a Turkic Mongol
who was bapuzed a Christian, with the name Mark.
He became a monk and 1n ca.1279 set out with
his spiritual director, Rabban Sauma, to visit the
centers of Nestorian Christiantty in Mesopotamia
with the hope of also making a pilgrimage to the
Holy Land. Political events altered the plans of
the travelers, who were detained in Mesopotamia
and ordained to episcopal rank by the then Nes-
torian katholikos, Denha 1 (1265—81). On Denha’s
death, Mark was elected katholikos and took the
throne name Yabh Allaha I11. The hope was that
a Mongol patriarch could best protect the interests
of the Nestorian church under the Christian Mon-
gol khans. Rabban Sauma wrote a biography of
the katholikos, including 1n it an account of his own
mission to the West. In Constantinople, Rabban
Sauma saw Hagia Sophia and other monuments
and was received by Andronikos II. Then he
traveled to the papal court in Rome, on behalf of
the khan Arghtn (1284—91), to explore the pos-
sibilities of an alliance between the Mongols and
the Byz. against the Muslims.

Ep. P. Bedjan, Histoire de Mar Jab-alaha, patriarche® (Paris-
Leipzig 189g5). Eng. tr. E.A. Wallis Budge, The Monks of

Kdblar Khdn, Emperor of China (London 1928). Russ. tr. N.
Pigulevskaja, Istoryja Mar Jabalachi 111 @ Rabban Saumy (Mos-

cow 1958).

LIT. M.-H. Laurent, “Rabban Sauma, ambassadeur de
I'Il-khan Argoun, et la cathédrale de Veroli,” MEFR 70
(1958) 331—65. D. Morgan, The Mongols (Oxford—New
York 1g86) 159f, 187. ~-S.H.G.

YAHYA OF ANTIOCH, or Yahya ibn Sa‘id al-
Antaki, Abi’l-Faraj, Arab Melchite author related
to the historian EUTYCHI0S OF ALEXANDRIA (though
not, as occasionally claimed, his son); died ca.1066.
He was a physician in Egypt under the Fatimids,
but 1n 1015 the caliph al-Hakim’s persecutions
and favorable terms for Christian emigration re-
sulted 1n his resettlement in Antioch, then under
Byz. control. There he wrote a defense of Chris-
tianity and refutations of Islam and Judaism.

In Egypt he was asked (probably owing to his
interest 1n chronology) to continue Eutychios’s
Hastory. This Continuation thus began in gg8. As
the text was repeatedly revised in Egypt and An-
tioch, the MSS end variously, none extending
beyond 1084. Yahya concentrated almost exclu-
sively on Byz., Syria, and Egypt, basing his work
on Byz., local Christian, and Muslim sources, and
on archival materials, personal informants, and
his own observations. In addition to military cam-
paigns, politics, and diplomacy, he covers ecclesi-
astical and doctrinal issues, social and economic
developments, natural disasters, and such matters
as the history of Bulgaria and Rus’. Byz. is a
primary concern throughout, and Yahya’s history
otters the invaluable perspective (the only one
from northern Syria) of an astute and well-placed
Arab observer after the heyday of the Macedon-
1an dynasty. It also comprises one of the very few
contemporary sources for Byz. history through
much of this period.

ED. Ta’rikh (Annales), ed. L. Cheikho et al. in CSCO 51,
Scriptores arabici .7 (Paris 1909) 8g—369. Histoire, ed. 1.
Kratchkovsky, A. Vasiliev, PO 18.5, 23.9 (Paris 1G24—82),
Fr. tr.

LIT. V. Rosen, Imperator Vasily Bolgarobojca: Izvledenija 1z
letopist Yach’i Antiochijskogo (St. Petersburg 188g; rp. London
1972). G. Grat, Geschichte der christlichen arabischen Literatur,
vol. 2 (Vatican 1947) 49—51. Vasiliev, Byz. Arabes 2.2:80—
98. M. Canard, “Les sources arabes de I'histoire byzantine
aux confins des Xe et Xle siecles,” REB 19 (1g61) go0—11.

J.H. Forsyth, “The Byzantine Arab Chronicle (9g38—-1094)
of Yahya b. Sa‘id al-Antaki” (Ph.D. diss., Untv. of Mich.,

19777). Sezgin, GAS 1:938. —-L.1I.C.

YAQUT IBN ‘ABDALLAH, more fully Shihab
al-Din °Abdallah Ya‘qab 1bn ‘Abdallah al-Ha-
mawi, Muslim geographer and literary historian
of Byz. origin; born in Byz. territory 11%7g, died
Aleppo 1229g. Captured as a child, he was given
a broad Arabic education in Baghdad and became
his master’s business manager. Manumitted 1n
1199, he worked as a copyist and bookseller, trav-
cling extensively in the Islamic East and meeting
scholars. His erudition made him a protégé of the
Ayyubid vizier and physician 1bn al-Qifti, and a
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friend of other prominent scholars (e.g., IBN AL-
ATHIR and 1BN AL-‘ADIM). Only three of his ten
books survive, including his classic Geographical
Dictionary and the Dictionary of Learned Men. The
former (begun 1218, completed 1228), the most
extensive work of its kind in Arabic, sums up
Arab geographical knowledge to the author’s day,
incorporating valuable historical, cultural, and
ethnographic material on Byz. and other non-
Islamic lands and peoples. His entries on Con-
stantinople, Ram, Crete, Tarsos, Thughar (see
‘AWASIM AND THUGHUR), Sicily, and Byz.’s north-
ern neighbors preserve material from earlier
sources, for example, lost parts of al-Ya‘quabrt's
geography, several accounts of earlier travelers,
and extracts from lost Sicilian Arabic sources. His
account of the THEMES derives from ibn al-Fakih’s
lost list, that on Constantinople from al-HARAWT.
He displays no personal knowledge of Byz., and
it is inaccurate to describe him as a Byz. natve
informant, as do some scholars.

ED. MuSjam al-Buldan, ed. F. Wistenfeld, 6 vols. (Leipzig
1866—73). Partial Eng. tr. W. Jwaideh, The Introductory
Chapters of Yaqut's MuSjam al-Buldan (Leiden 1959).

LiT. Krackovskij, Geog. Lit. 330—42. R. Blachere, H. Dar-
maun, Extraits des principaux géographes arabes du Moyen Age
(Paris 1957) 264—75. F.J. Heer, Die historischen und geogra-

phischen Quellen in Jaqut's Geographischem Worterbuch (Strass-
burg 1898). —A.Sh.

YARMUK (‘lepuovyés), a tributary of the Jordan
on the banks of which the Arabs won a decisive
battle over the Byz. in Aug.—Sept. 636 (usually
dated 20 Aug.). After a series of defeats suffered
by THEODORE, Herakleios’s brother, the emperor
organized an enormous force under the joint
command of the sakellarios Theodore Trithourios;
Niketas, son of SHAHRBARAZ; and Vahan, a Per-
sian. The Arabs abandoned Emesa and Damascus,
but blocked Byz. movement in the area ot the
Golan Heights. Combat started near Jabiya (Ar-
abic; Gabitha in Syriac) and ended in the Yarmuk
valley. According to Theophanes the Confessor
(Theoph. §38.9—10), each army was 40,000 strong,
but Donner (infra) calculates that the Byz. force
(100,000) was more than four times larger than
the Muslims (24,000) under the command of Abu
‘Ubayda and KHALID. After initial dithculues,
during which even women were forced to hight,
the Muslims destroyed the Byz. army, killing many

as they fled. To explain the defeat Theophanes
cites the southerly wind that blew dust in the face
of the Byz. Probably more important were inter-
nal discords among the Byz.: Vahan is said to
have revolted before the battle and been pro-
claimed emperor by his soldiers; the inhabitants
of Damascus, under MANSOR IBN SARJUN, proba-
bly supported the Muslims; and Chrisian Arabs
under Jabalah ibn al-Ayham unexpectedly switched
sides during the battle. The etfectiveness ot the
Arab cavalry also contributed much to Mushm
success when, under Khalid, their horsemen man-
aged to separate the Byz. infantry from their
cavalry. Among the Byz. commanders Trithou-
rios fell in the battle, Vahan probably fled to Sinai,
and Niketas escaped to Emesa. Arab losses were
insignificant. The battle at the Yarmuk accom-
plished the occupation of Palestine.

LiT. Donner, Conquests 138f, 144—46. Caetani, Islam
3:499—b25. —~W.EK., AK.

YAZDGIRD III (loduvyépdns), last Sasanian Per-
sian king (from 6g2); born ca.617, died near Merv
651/2. The grandson of Chosroes II, he was en-
throned in the troubled period following the death
of KavAaD-SHIROYA. In 646 the Arab army sent by
‘UmaRr invaded Persia and in the battle at Qadisiya
(near Hira) routed the Persians and seized their
flag; the Persian commander Rustam died 1n the
battle. In 642 the Persians under the command
of Perozan lost the second decisive battle, at Ni-
hivand, in Media. Logistical problems made it
hard for Yazdgird to establish contact with Byz.,
and so the two great empires were defeated sep-
arately. After much wandering Yazdgird sought
a last refuge in Merv. He arrived there, according
to tradition, with a retinue of 4,000 slaves, cooks,
wives, and servants, but without a single soldier.
He met a hostile reception, fled again, and was
murdered either by the owner of a water mill or
by cavalrymen who pursued him.

LiT. Christensen, Sassanides 409—509. A. Kolesnikov, Za-

voevanie Irana arabami (Moscow 1982) 86—88, 131—144.
-W.E.K.

YAZID II ('I{i8) ibn ‘Abd al-Malik, caliph of the
UMAYYADS (720—24); born ca.635, died Bayt Ras
27 Jan. 724. In July 721 Yazid issued an edict
requiring the destruction of artistic 1mages

throughout the caliphate. His brother MasLaMA
was charged with carrying out the order. Byz.
sources (e.g., Theoph. 401.29—402.7) attribute his
action to a Jewish magician, who promised the
ailing Yazid a long reign if he would condemn
icons. Archaeological evidence indicates that
Christian churches did suffer, but the decree was
actually directed at all, not only Christian, human
representations (Ostrogorsky, Hustory 162, n.1).
The order was rescinded by Yazid's son Walid,
who reportedly had the magician executed. Some
scholars believe without foundation that Yazid’s
edict inspired the iconoclastic decree ot L.eo 111.

LiT. A.A. Vasiliev, “The Iconoclastic Edict of the Caliph

Yazid 11, A.p. 721,” DOP g/10 (1956) 23—47. K.A.C. Cres-
well, “The Lawfulness of Painting in Early Islam,” Ars

Islamica 11—12 (1946) 159-—-060. -P.A.H.

YEAR. See CHRONOLOGY.

YEAR, LITURGICAL, a somewhat artficial con-
ception of the church cALENDAR as a homoge-
neous chronological cycle of FEASTS and seasons
of PENANCE and FASTING, ordered according to
the sequence ot events in New lestament salva-
tion history. In this conception, the church year
is concerned chiefly with the mysteries of the hie
of Jesus and Mary as found in the New Testament
and apocryphal literature, and only secondarily
with later happenings, such as councils or the
transfer of relics.

The year begins with the feasts of the BIRTH OF
THE VIRGIN and PRESENTATION OF THE VIRGIN (3
Sept. and 21 Nov.) serving as preludes to the
“theophanic” cycle, or NATIVITY-EPIPHANY se€a-
son, the most ancient GREAT FeasTs of the fixed
cycle. Then commence the festivities ot the “pas-
chal” cycle: pre-Lent, LENT, HOLY WEEK, EASTER,
and PENTEcosT. They are followed by the fasts
and feasts of Sts. Peter and Paul (29 Junec) and
the DorMITION Of the Virgin (15 Aug.).

The two poles of the year, the theophanic and
paschal cycles, are the only periods that can be
properly designated “liturgical seasons,” and to-
gether they occupy less than half the year. The
remaining seven-month period escapes facile 1n-
tegration into a coherent, chronologically pro-
gressive liturgical year. The feast of the Transhg-
uration on 6 Aug., for example, precedes that ot
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the beheading ot the Baptist (29 Aug.), historically
an earlier event. The sanctoral cycle is also unre-
lated to the unfolding of salvation history except
in the case of a few saints directly associated with
New Testament events: the synaxis of loakeim
and Anna on g Sept. or John the Baptist on 7
Jan. are in each case connected with the New
Testament events of the previous day (Birth ot
the Virgin and Baptism).

The round of feasts evidently grew piecemeal
and haphazardly, with no thought of eventual
coordination into a yearly cycle. Indeed three
conflicting cycles are discernible in the extant LI-
TURGICAL BOOKS: the most ancient weekly cycle,
centered on Sunpay, found in the OKTOECHOS;
the movable lunar cycle of the paschal mystery,
found in the TRIODION and PENTEKOSTARION; and
the cycle of fixed feasts found in the MENAION,
the last book to acquire formulation with a full
complement of AkoLoUTHIAI for each date of the

year.

Lit. T.]. Talley, The Origins of the Liturgical Year (New
York 1986). A. Stoelen, “L’année liturgique byzantine,”
Irénikon 4.10 (1928). ~R.F.T.

YEMEN. See HiMYAR.

YOLANDA OF MONTFERRAT. See IRENE-
YOLANDA OF MONTFERRAT.

YOLANDE (‘loAevria), Latin empress of Con-
stantinople (1217-1g), died Constantinople, Sept.
1219. Yolande was the sister of BALDWIN OF FLAN-
pErRs and HENRY oF HaNaULT. After the disap-
pearance of her husband PETER OF COURTENAY,
she ruled the Latin Empire of Constantinople and
proved a capable ruler. She made two shrewd
marriage alliances: one of her daughters, Agnes,
married GEOFFREY Il VILLEHARDOUIN and an-
other, Marie, wed THEODORE I LASKARIS, which
helped to ease the pressure on the Latin Empire.
Yolande’s death opened the question of the
succession. Her eldest son, Philip, count of Na-
mur, was unwilling to accept the throne ot Con-
stantinople. It went instead to her second son,
RoOBERT OF COURTENAY, and then to her youngest
son, BALDwIN I1.

Lit. Longnon, Empire latin 157f. HC 2:212f.  -M.J.A.



